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Il. 1997 BASIC CGBD FACTS 


The Consultative Group on Biological Diversity, Inc. (CGBD) was 
established in August of 1987. The Internal Revenue Service and the State of 
New York granted the CGBD provisional tax-free status [501(c)(3)] as a 
public charity four months later in December of 1987. The designation was 
temporary until 1992 when the CGBD received permanent status. 


At the close of 1997, the Consultative Group membership was composed of 
41 organizations: 40 foundations and US AID. Its budget for the year was 
$320,000. 


The CGBD is housed in the Tides Foundation offices located in the Presidio 
of San Francisco. At the beginning of 1997, The CGBD staff consisted of 
three full-time employees: Catherine Porter, Executive Director; Brad Auer, 
Program Officer; and Anita Daley, Program Assistant. Also, Frishtah Afifi 
served as a part-time Administrative Assistant. Bill Hull took over the 
Program Officer position when Brad Auer left in April and Sam Fielding 
became the temporary part-time Administrative Assistant in April. 


The Biodiversity Project is a CGBD-sponsored project which receives grant 
support from 16 CGBD members. Its staff of three— Jane Elder, Director; 
Cindy Coffin, Project Associate; Marian Farrior, Project Assistant— work 
from offices in Madison, WI. The Project’s Steering Committee is comprised 
of five CGBD members and three NGO representatives. 


The CGBD is funded by program grants from its members; it is not a 
grantmaking organization. A Board of Directors serves as the governing 
body. The Board of Directors at the beginning of 1997 was composed of 
representatives from nine member foundations. The Directors, officers and 
their affiliations are listed in the appendices. 


ll. GOALS AND PROGRAM FOCUS 


|.To create partnerships among funders in order to address 
strategically the challenges of accelerated biological degradation and 
the increasing threat to global biodiversity. 


Il.To improve the quality of grantmaking by connecting member 
foundations with significant opportunities worldwide and with respected 
scientific resources. 


Ill. To increase the quantity of grantmaking in support of efforts 
to conserve biological diversity. 


IV.To identify gaps in current funding patterns and bring them to 
the attention of foundations which are active in biodiversity 
programming. 


V.To target priority subjects and geographic regions for funding 
organizations. 


VI.To broaden the public constituency for biodiversity 
conservation. 


1997 marked the ninth year of the Consultative Group on Biological Diversity 
(CGBD). As in recent years, our member participation continued to grow in 
each working group and at every meeting. Our process of consultation has 
matured to include a stronger focus on collaboration and strategic grantmaking 
— that is, work to apply the growing body of knowledge our members now 
share. This is both rewarding and challenging, as we fine-tune our work 
together and force ourselves to set priorities in a field of increasing complexity 
amid a diversity of funder interests. 


The work of the CGBD still has four basic components: 

- Updating members on issues of general biodiversity conservation 
- Education on emerging issues 

- Services to NGOs on grantseeking, and for NGO-staff updates 


- Strategic opportunities for grantmakers: mostly through our four working 
groups. 


lll. WORKING GROUP ACTIVITIES 


The working groups have become perhaps the most visible and energetic 
work of the CGBD. Our four working groups (conservation & development, 
forests, marine conservation, systemic contaminants) meet face-to-face at least 
twice a year, and frequently by conference call. 1997 showed growth in 
working groups’ membership and participation, and several groups have made 
great strides in developing viable funder strategies. 


CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 


The Conservation and Development Working Group meetings were attended 
by a broad cross-section of members. This group’s focus was more on shared 
learning than on grantmaking strategies. Each in the series of four meetings 
(the Sierra Nevada, the Virginia Coast Reserve, Willapa Bay, Chicago on 
urban efforts) built on the next, but stood alone as a site-specific case study. 
The overarching themes of the meetings were two-fold: (1) to identify 
replicable components and lessons of site-specific work and (2) developing 
financial mechanisms that support conservation— be it a bank, a local 
corporation, and/or community planning that engages local businesses like a 
"green" chamber of commerce. 


MARINE CONSERVATION 


The Marine Working Group continued to focus on three issue areas: fisheries 
management, marine aquaculture, and marine protected areas. The Marines 
met through regular conference calls to discuss developments in these areas, 
as well as to share information on individual grantmaking in marine 
conservation. 


In April, the Working Group held a briefing on the Marine Stewardship 
Council, a partnership of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and 
Unilever to create economic incentives for sustainable fishing. Individual 
members of the Working Group continue to communicate with MSC 
representatives regarding the development of the initiative. 


Four Working Group member foundations commissioned the preparation of a 
report on the environmental impacts of salmon aquaculture, titled "Salmon 
Farming: A Briefing Book". With the assistance of SeaWeb, the report was 
initially distributed to over 800 journalists across the country. The report was 
subsequently sent to over 2,500 local, state and federal government officials, 
academics, environmental activists, and industry representatives. SeaWeb 
will continue to distribute the report as part of a strategy of assisting local 
activists to address salmon aquaculture facilities siting decisions. 


FORESTS 


The Forest Working Group held a large "meeting of the whole" in Estes Park, 
Colorado in January. This meeting served to reinvigorate consultations 
among funders, with some eight sub-groups spinning off to look at specific 
issues in greater detail, including: community-based conservation strategies; 
capacity building for forest activists; sustainable forestry and certification; 
wood use reduction; conservation science; reform of the forestry profession; 
federal policy; and private forest management. These sub-groups 
subsequently met by conference call to discuss future plans. 


The sustainable forestry sub-group met in Elks County, Pennsylvania in June 
to review the Conservation and Natural Resources Department’s plans of state 
land certification. The group also spent time with foresters, certifiers and 
conservation biologists in order to enhance understanding of sustainable forest 
management on the ground. 


The community-based strategies sub-group held a two-day meeting in 
Troutdale, Oregon in October on "Community-based Strategies in Forest 
Stewardship and Sustainable Economic Development". The group heard from 
the growing ranks of practitioners, conducted roundtable discussions of 
emerging themes, and identified potential cooperative strategies which funders 
can pursue. 


A funder briefing on "Reducing Demand for Wood Products" was held in 
Washington, DC in December, hosted by the wood use reduction sub-group. 
Attendees heard presentations on the link between consumption and 
deforestation, alternatives to wood use, and changing consumer demand for 
alternative products. Funders discussed potential areas for future 
collaboration. 


SYSTEMIC CONTAMINANTS 


The Systemic Contaminants Working Group met monthly by conference call, 
continually building common knowledge among funders on the breadth of 


issues this topic entails: 


‘new scientific findings, from frog deformities and species disappearance, to 
declining sperm counts and affected fertility in humans. 

- a grassroots campaign which works to limit medical waste incinerators’ 
spewing of dioxins within communities. Healthcare Without Harm is 
an initiative of the Jenifer Altman Foundation, now supported by 
several working group members. 

- community-based work on environmental health, including a new web-site 
for funders 

- a Pew initiative in the planning on children’s environmental health 

- partnerships with a larger group of funders in Grantmakers in Health. 


In 1997 the group commissioned a report, funded by six members and two 
non-member foundations, on opportunities for these grantmakers to work 
strategically on environmental health. Now known as The Kliejunas Report, it 
outlined convergences among members’ grantmaking goals, as well as 
opportunities to work with grantmakers outside the CGBD, such as 
Grantmakers in Health (GIH). The working group responded by increasing 
its association with GIH, recognizing that environmental health is the point of 
greatest political and social leverage — for all species. 


IV. OTHER PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 


EMERGING ISSUES 


Each year the CGBD looks at several new or "emerging" issues — either an 
issue new to conservation in general, or one that just hasn’t invited 
collaborative thinking in some time. In 1997 the CGBD looked at two such 
issues in our working groups, plus two outside these groups, and several 
through our newsletter cover stories. They included: 


1. Environmental Health -- Opportunities for Grantmakers. This report 
commissioned by the Systemic Contaminants Working Group analyzed new 
approaches and new partnerships for this group of funders. 


2. Farming Salmon. This working group report on salmon aquaculture and its 
conservation impacts was not just for funders but for a broad range of 
journalists, decision-makers and communities where aquaculture adversely 
affects biodiversity or ecosystem health. 


3. International Trade and Globalization: Impacts on Conservation. This 


meeting looked at the large institutions (International Trade Organization, 
World Bank, etc.) whose activities and policies complicate national and global 
conservation efforts, and then reviewed NGO activity to address problems and 
offer solutions. 


4. Conservation Grantmaking in a Changing Mexico. This briefing took a 
new look at an existing field, to update current Mexico grantmakers and 
encourage others who might find grantmaking there easier if it were supported 
in partnership with others. 


5. Threats to the life-sustaining nitrogen cycle: how human activity affects 
nitrogen fixing in nature. Introduced in the newsletter, this issue will get more 
attention at our 1998 Annual Meeting. 


6. Biodiversity and infectious disease, a newsletter article. 


Structurally, the CGBD secretariat saw changes in Program Officer (Brad 
Auer passed the baton to William Hull), and a four-person turnover on our 
Board of Directors, due to the implementation of term limits. Our Program 
Associate and Executive Director picked up the slack for a few months of 
orientation on both counts, but Bill was up-to-speed by year’s end, as were the 
new Board members. 


ANNUAL MEETING 


The 1997 Annual Meeting took place at Chico Hot Springs, in the Paradise 
Valley of Montana. This was our first Annual Meeting in some time that had 
an overarching theme: conservation of large landscapes. Keynote speaker 
Harvey Locke of Canadian Parks and Wilderness set the tone with slides and a 
compelling overview. Tom Power and Luther Propst looked at economics and 
community-based processes, respectively. Other speakers helped us 
understand more local Rockies activities. A surprisingly well-attended ad hoc 
session on international grantmaking pushed us to convene a meeting later in 
the year on these issues, and provided an excellent introduction to the Annual 
Meeting’s final session on International Opportunities in Conservation. White 
water rafting on a very swift Yellowstone River, plus the usual morning 
birdwatching, the receptions and meals — and the final barbecue and barn 
dance at the nearby Turner Ranch — were highlights of the "networking" and 
camaraderie that are hallmarks of these meetings. (The Willapa Bay and 
Rocky Mountain oysters were especially appreciated.) 


One clear message for improvement on this meeting was that our working 
groups now want more time to meet face-to-face at the Annual Meeting. 
Now that members have so much happening within these groups and sub- 
groups, any chance for face-to-face strategic work is welcomed. Our 1998 
meeting will include 1 '4- to 2-hour sessions for each group, rather than the 
shorter update sessions we’ve traditionally scheduled. 


THE BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 


1997 marked Year Three of the Biodiversity Project. It also marked a sharp 
focus on message work. Years One and Two created a large inventory of 
public opinion research, then trained hundreds of NGOs/grantees in new 
communications skills and priority issues selection. Year Three integrated 
these public findings and priority issues with message development. Public 
opinion research showed that we have most public support for conservation in 


four areas: clean water, forests, endangered species and sprawl. NGO experts, 
convened in a series of meetings on each given area, have developed possible 
messages and communications strategies to test in specific campaigns. The 
work on clean water (and wetlands) brought in the Clean Water Action 
network of NGOs, for example, to create messages they can use on wetlands 
conservation. 


The other major work of the Biodiversity Project in 1997 was the preparation 
of a "roadmap" of opportunities for funders and practitioners, an outline of 
opportunities to implement meaningful communications strategies on the 
value of biodiversity — life on earth. 


The Biodiversity Project produces an annual report at the end of its program 
year in August. 


PUBLICATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 


The CGBD secretariat regularly distributes several publications to its 
membership to keep them apprised of CGBD activities and informed about 
emerging issues. These publications include BIODIVERSITY, a quarterly 
newsletter, which is also distributed to a wide audience outside of the CGBD 
and funding community. The secretariat faxes monthly updates to its 
membership, for quick reference on recent and upcoming CGBD activities. 
Summary notes from CGBD working group meetings and conference calls are 
distributed to the working group members and available to the entire 
membership. Copies of the newsletter, monthly updates, and meeting notes 
are available for review. The CGBD also has a brochure and other 
background information available for distribution. The brochure includes a 
member list, organizational goals and a list of current program areas. In 1997, 
the CGBD produced two working group reports, on environmental health and 
salmon aquaculture. 


V. LOOKING AHEAD TO 1998 


[f It Ain’t Broke....cccccccce 


The Consultative Group on Biological Diversity will continue the work of 
recent years in much the same fashion, as members continue to express 
satisfaction with this approach. For our tenth anniversary, however, we have 
commissioned an evaluation of the organization — what’s working and what 
could be improved, how membership size affects participation, and how we 
might best work within the growing number of grantmaker affinity groups. 


At our Annual Meeting in June our evaluation team will present their findings, 
based on extensive member surveys and interviews. At that time the 
membership will suggest course corrections, as well as their ideas for new 
programs or emerging issues for 1998-99. 


Foreseeable trends however, beyond current activity, suggest the following for 
1998: 


- The CGBD Marines group will broaden distribution of its report on salmon 
aquaculture. It will be translated into Spanish for distribution in Latin 
America, where the issue is of particular concern. 


- The Conservation & Development group will hold one more meeting, on 
moving from isolated model projects to meaningful scale. It will also 
publish a "magazine" of stories and lessons learned in conservation- 
based development, based in large part on the meetings this group has 
convened over the past two years. This group will phase out in the 
next ten months. 


- The Forest Working Group will add a sub-group on private lands 
management, to complement other working group activities, and to 
respond to growing concern about private lands and diminishing 
habitat for biodiversity. 


- The Systemic Contaminants group will add "conversion foundations as 
opportunities to increase support for community health" to its list of 
active topics. 


- We will convene at least one meeting on international grantmaking. 


- We will likely add a working group on Communications & Message, to 
complement the work of our Biodiversity Project. 


- We will hold one or two Emerging Issues briefings, to be determined at our 
June Annual Meeting. Possible topics include "New News in 
Conservation Biology", "Parks and Conservation Opportunities for 
Funders", and "Human Impacts on the Nitrogen Cycle As They 
Threaten Biodiversity". 


The CGBD is a consultative, cooperative organization. Given enough 
member interest, nearly any new approach or issue can be added to our work 
plan. We look forward to continued strong work together. 


1997 MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 


Jenifer Altman Foundation 

Brainerd Foundation 

Bullitt Foundation 

C.S. Fund 

Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust 
Compton Foundation 

Conservation, Food & Health Foundation 
Nathan Cummings Foundation 
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation 


Endswell Foundation 
Ford Foundation 


Howard Gilman Foundation 2 
George Gund Foundation 


Harder Foundation? 

Vira |. Heinz Endowment 
Homeland Foundation 
Island Foundation 

Richard lvey Foundation 
W. Alton Jones Foundation 


Henry P. Kendall Foundation 
Lazar Foundation* 

John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
Merck Family Fund 

John Merck Fund 

Moriah Fund 

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 
Ruth Mott Fund 

Curtis & Edith Munson Foundation 
New England Biolabs Foundation 
David & Lucile Packard Foundation 
Pew Charitable Trusts 

Rockefeller Financial Services 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
Sacharuna Foundation 

Surdna Foundation 

Tides Foundation 

Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation 
Turner Foundation 

U.S. Agency for International Development 
Wallace Global Fund 

Weeden Foundation 

Winslow Foundation 


1997 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Herbert Bedolfe! Homeland Foundation 

Lois DeBacker? Charles Stuart Mott 
Foundation 

Ann Krumboltz? Brainerd Foundation 

Michael Lerner* J. Altman Foundation 

Andrew McElwaine Vira I. Heinz Endowment 

J.P. Myers= W. Alton Jones Foundation 

Michael Northrop® Rockefeller Brothers Fund 

Jeff Olson Ford Foundation 

Charles Savitt® Tides Foundation 

Maureen Smyth2 Charles Stuart Mott 


Foundation 
Deborah Tuck Ruth Mott Foundation 


Jack Vanderryn!2 Moriah Fund 


1997 OFFICERS 
(see footnotes below for term limits) 


J.P. Myers PRESIDENT 

Jack Vanderryn CURRENT PRESIDENT 
Maureen Smyth VICE PRESIDENT 

Lois DeBacker CURRENT VICE PRESIDENT 
Michael Northrop TREASURER 

Herbert Bedolfe CURRENT TREASURER 
Drummond Pike ASSISTANT TREASURER 
Herbert Bedolfe SECRETARY 

Michael Northrop CURRENT SECRETARY 


1997 SECRETARIAT STAFF 


Catherine Porter Executive Director 
Brad Auer! Program Officer 


William Hull2 Program Officer 


Anita Daley Program Assistant 


Frishtah Afifi2 Temporary Administrative 
Assistant 


Sam Fielding# Temporary Administrative 
Assistant 


1997 BIODIVERSITY PROJECT STAFF 


Jane Elder Project Director 
Cindy Coffin Project Associate 


Marian Farrior Project Assistant 


1997 MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


January 22, 1997 Virginia Coast Reserve (Brownsville, 
VA) 


April 16, 1997 Sugar Hollow Inn (Charlottesville, VA) 
June 11, 1997 Chico Hot Springs (Chico, MT) 


October 1, 1997 Rockefeller Brothers Fund (New York, 
NY) 


December 15, 1997 Tides Foundation (San Francisco, 
CA) 


1997 BRIEFINGS AND WORKING GROUP 
MEETINGS LIST 


January 


Forest Working Group Meeting (Estes Park,CO) January 12-15 

Conservation & Development Working Group Meeting (Virginia Coast Reserve, 
VA) January 20-22 

CGBD Board of Directors Meeting (Virginia Coast Reserve, VA) January 22 

Environmental Education Meeting (New York City, NY) January 24 

Marines Working Group (conference call) | January 27 


February 


CGBD, EGA & Grantmakers in Health Dinner Meeting (Washington, 
DC) February 4 
Systemic Contaminants Working Group (Washington, DC) February 5 
Marines Working Group/Coral Reef Conservation (conference call) February 5 
Annual Meeting Program Committee (conference call) February 6 
Biodiversity Project California Regional Meeting (San Francisco, CA) February 
11-12 
Biodiversity Project Steering Committee Meeting (Washington, DC) February 24 
Forest Working Group/ Communities Strategies (conference call) February 27 


March 
Marines Working Group/Aquaculture (conference call) | March 7 
Biodiversity Project Steering Committee (conference call) March 26 


April 


Marines Working Group (conference call) = April 7 
Forest Working Group/ Wood Use Reduction (conference call) April 8 
Forest Working Group/ Conservation Science (conference call) April 15 
Biodiversity Project Message Session on Forests (Washington, DC) April 15 
Biodiversity Project Message Session on Endangered Species (Washington, 
DC) April 16 
CGBD Board of Directors Meeting (Charlottesville, VA) April 16 
Systemic Contaminants Working Group (conference call) April 17 
Marine Fisheries Certification Briefing (conference call) April 17 
Marines Working Group Regional Fisheries (conference call) April 18 
Forest Working Group/ Communities Strategies (conference call) April 21 
Marine Fisheries Certification Briefing (San Francisco, CA) April 30 
Sprawl Briefing for Funders (San Francisco, CA) = April 29- May 1 


May 


Forest Working Group/ Federal Policy (conference call) May 1 

Biodiversity Project Message Session on sprawl (San Francisco, CA) May 2 
Forest Working Group/ Advocates Capacity Building (conference call) May 7 
Biodiversity Project Southeast Regional Meeting (Chattanooga, TN) May 12-13 
Marines Working Group/ Aquaculture (conference call) May 13 

Systemic Contaminants Working Group (conference call) May 22 

Forest Working Group/ Wood Use Reduction (conference call) May 28 

Sprawl Briefing Follow up (conference call) May 29 

Forest Working Group/ Private Forests (conference call) | May 30 


June 


Biodiversity Project Steering Committee (Washington, DC) June 3 


International Grantmaking planning group (conference call) June 4 
Environmental Education funders planning group (conference call) June 4 
Marines Working Group/Aquaculture (conference call) June 6 

CGBD Annual Meeting (Chico, MT) — June 11-13 


August 


Forest Working Group: Wood Use Reduction (conference call) August 12 
Marine Working Group (conference call) | August 18 


September 


Regional Fisheries (conference call)__ September 3 
Systemic Contaminants Working Group (conference call) | September 10 
Systemic Contaminants Working Group (conference call) | September 29 


October 


CGBD Board of Directors Meeting (New York, NY) October 1 

Biodiversity Project Sprawl Focus Group (Washington, DC) October 6 

Conservation and Development Working Group meeting (Willapa Bay, 
WA) October 7-8 

Biodiversity Project Sprawl Focus Group (Atlanta, GA) October 9 

Forest Working Group: Community Based Strategies meeting (Portland, 
OR) October 8-10 

Marine Working Group (conference call) | October 15 

Biodiversity Project Sprawl Focus Group (West Palm Beach, FL) October 20 

Salmon Aquaculture Report (conference call) | October 22 

Biodiversity Project Sprawl Focus Group (Boise, ID) October 23 

Systemic Contaminants Working Group (conference call) October 24 

Marine Working Group (conference call) | October 29 

Biodiversity Project Sprawl Focus Group (Traverse City, MI) October 29 

Biodiversity Project Sprawl Focus Group (Grand Rapids, MI) October 30 


November 


Systemic Contaminants Working Group (conference call) | November 3 

Forest Working Group: Community Based Strategies (conference call) November 3 
Forest Working Group (conference call) | November 14 

Biodiversity Project Steering Committee Meeting (Washington, DC) November 17 
Marine Working Group (conference call) | November 24 


December 


International Conservation Grantmaking Briefing (Tucson, AZ) December 1-2 
Conservation Grantmaking in Mexico Meeting (Tucson, AZ) December 2-3 
CGBD Board of Directors Meeting (San Francisco, CA) December 15 


Term limit expired, served on Board June 1991- June 1997/ Chuck and 
Maureen 


Elected June 1997 Jeff Olson 
! Endswell Foundation, Joined May 1997 
2 Gilman Foundation, Joined May 1997 
3 Harder Foundation, Joined March 1997 
= Lazar Foundation, Joined March 1997 
1 Elected to Board June 1996, served as Secretary, June 1996- June 1997, elected 


Treasurer, June 1997 
2 Elected June 1997, elected Vice President, June 1997 
3 Elected June 1997 
4 Elected June 1997 


> Term limit expired, served on Board June 1991- June 1997, served as President 
June 1995- June 1997; will continue serving as an Advisor until June 1998 


6 Elected to Board February 1993, served as Secretary, February 1993- June 1996, 
and again June 1997- current, served as Treasurer, June 1995- June 1997 


7 Elected June 1997 

8 Term limit expired, served on Board June 1991- June 1997 
° Term limit expired, served on Board June 1991- June 1997 
10 Elected to Board June 1994, elected President June 1997 
: Hired January 15, 1994, resigned April 15, 1997 

2 Hired April 1, 1997 

3 Hired November 12, 1996, resigned January 15, 1997 

4 Hired April 1, 1997, resigned November 28, 1997 


Looking Ahead to 1998 


The Consultative Group on Biological Diversity will continue the work of 
recent years in much the same fashion, as members continue to express 
satisfaction with this approach. For our tenth anniversary, however, we have 
commissioned an evaluation of the organization — what’s working and what 
could be improved, how membership size affects participation, and how we 
might best work within the growing number of grantmaker affinity groups. 


At our Annual Meeting in June our evaluation team will present their findings, 
based on extensive member surveys and interviews. At that time the 
membership will suggest course corrections, as well as their ideas for new 
programs or emerging issues for 1998-99. 


Foreseeable trends however, beyond current activity, suggest the following for 
1998: 


- The CGBD Marines group will broaden distribution of its report on salmon 
aquaculture. It will be translated into Spanish for distribution in Latin 
America, where the issue is of particular concern. 


- The Conservation & Development group will hold one more meeting on 
bringing somewhat isolated and experimental projects to meaningful 
scale. It will also publish a "magazine" of stories and lessons learned 
in conservation-based development, based in large part on the 
meetings this group has convened over the past two years. This group 
will phase out in the next ten months. 


- The Forest Working Group will add a sub-group on private lands 
management, to complement other working group activities, and to 
respond to growing concern about private lands and diminishing 
habitat for biodiversity. 


- The Systemic Contaminants group will add "conversion foundations as 
opportunities to increase support for community health" to its list of 
active topics. 


- We will convene at least one meeting on international grantmaking. 


- We will likely add a working group on Communications & Message, to 
complement the work of our Biodiversity Project. 


- We will hold at least one Emerging Issues briefing, to be determined at our 
June Annual Meeting. Possible topics include "New News in 
Conservation Biology", "Parks and Conservation Opportunities for 
Funders", and "Human Impacts on the Nitrogen Cycle As They 
Threaten Biodiversity". 


